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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of air pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Canceled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as liste ! 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikethrough . The status of ei ch 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new) 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-20 in accordance with the following; 

1 , (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system mad e up of including a 
plurality of information terminals provided with communications means, and servers conned id 
to the information terminals via communications communication lines responsive to the 
communications means, the text messaging system comprising: 

transmission means provided in the information tenninals for transmitting to the servirs 
text messages addressed to other of the information terminals; 

reception means provided in the information terminals for receiving from the servers l 
text message from other of the information terminals; 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and repo 
to the servers an operational status of the information terminals including at least a status o1 the 
connection with the communication s communication lines: 

reception means provided in the servers for receiving text messages from anyone o the 
information terminals; 



?d ig 



transmiso i otvmoano - prov i dod -i ^^ text messages received 

on e s of th e i nformat i on t e nn i nals to oth e rs of th e i nformation t e rmina l s ; 

status administration means provided in the servers for ho ldin g storing, p er user of al iy 



Is 



one of the information^-]] term i na l terminals , the operational status of the information termin 
reported from said status detection means; 

decision means provided in the servers for referring to the information terminal 
operational status stored by the status administration means of an information terminal that fe a 



destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and for d eciding 
transmission modes for the received t ext messages according to the information terminal 
operational status : and 

transmission means provided in the sen/ere for transmitting text messages received 



the information terminals to the destination information terminal according to the transmissic i 



modes determined by the decision means . 
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(CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system mode U[x rf-ot lo a c t on 



including a mobile terminal and at le ast ono an information terminal respectively provided w 
communication means, and at l oact ono a,server connected to the at loast ono mobile termi tal 
and to the a t - le ast on e information terminal via at least one a communications line response 3 to 
the communications means, the text messaging system comprising: 

transmission means p rov i d e d in the at le ast ono information terminal for transmittingio 
the at l oost ono server text messages addressed to the at l e ast one mobile terminal, or to a4 
leas t on e other another information terminal , whoroin tho syst e m includ e s a p l urality thoroof 



reception means provided in the at le ast one information terminal for receiving from i ie 
at le ast wo server text messages from the a t - l e ast on e mobile terminal, or from a t -Jeas t one 



etfref another information terminal wheroin th e s yst e m i nclud e s a plura l ity thereo f; 

status detection means prov i ded in the a M eas t on e information terminal for detectincjand 
reporting to the at le ast on e server an operational status of the information terminals indudii g at 
least a^status of the c onnection with the at le ast on e communications line; 

reception means provided in the at loast ono server for receiving text messages f ron| 1 
at l east ono mobile terminal or the at le ast on e information terminal; 

transmission means providod in th e at le a s t on e s e rv e r for transm i tt i ng to the ot l oos 



i nformation torm i noMo xt- FR es sag es rece i v e d from th e at least ono - mob i k^torrninal, and 
transm i tt i ng to - tho - o il oost ono mobi le t e rm i nal t e xt mocsagos received from tho at looot - onc 



information torm i na), or transmitting t e xt m e ssag e s roooived from - tho - o t- loaot ono mobile 
termina l or th e at le ast one tnformotiOfr 4 orminal to at le ast on e oth e r mob ile t e rminal or to ot 



the 



l east ono other informat i on term i na l wher e in th e syst e m inoludes - a p l ura l ity of oithor ; 

status administration means provided in the a t -leas t on e server for holdingi per user 
the information terminal, an information-terminal operational status reported from said status 
detection means; and 

decision means provided in the at le ast on e server for referring to the information 
terminal operational status stored by the status administration means of an information termi nal 



that is a destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and ford eci 
transmission modes for the received t ext messages according to the information terminal 
operational status; and 

transmission means provided in the server for transmitting to the information termina 



ing 



text 



messages received from the mobile terminal and transmitting to the mobile terminal text 
messages received from the information terminal, or transmitting text messages received frefn 



the. mobile terminal or the information terminal to another mobile terminal or to another 
information terminal according to the transmission modes determined by the decision mean 



wherein the system includes a plurality of either . 
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3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

said status detection means further detects and reports to the at le ast on e server 
whether the aMe aot ono information terminal is being used; and 

said decision means i f - th e a t l eas t on e , upon the information terminal is being used 
decides the at- l oost - o a o information terminal to be a transmission destination for text messales. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 2, th| at 
lea st on e information terminal further being provided with service detection means for detei 
and for reporting to the at le ast on e server network-application operational status in the 
one information terminal A wherein: 

said status administration means holds the reported network-application operational 
status; and 

said decision means, wherein the network application is operable on the at l e a 
server, decides to transmit received t ext messages using the network application if the netwlrk 
application is running on the at le ast on e information terminal. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 2, 
wherein said transmission means is enabled to notify the at l oact ono server that a text mes 
has been read, further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the aj-te aot ono server for saving text 
messages transmitted to the ot -J ooot - ono information terminal, and, wherein if_not notified to he 
effect that a text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the ot least on< 
mobile terminal. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 5, 
wherein said reporting administration means forwards to the at -l east on e mobile terminal te> 
messages transmitted to the at le ast on e information terminal in response to change in 
operational status of the at le ast on e information terminal. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 5, 
wherein if a text message transmitted to the o t-l oaotone information terminal is not read witffn a 
predetermined time period* said reporting administration means forwards the text message 
the ot l east one mobile terminal. 
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8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 5, 
wherein said reporting administration means in predetermined instances reports to text mes 
send sources that their text messages have been sent to the a t - l eas t - on e mobile terminal. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 5, 
wherein if said reporting administration means cannot send a text message to the a t lea st orj fe 
mobile terminal, said reporting administration means stores the text message and reports to 
text message send source that its text message has been stored. 



10. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

said status detection means reports to the at -l cas t- of i o server text message senders' 
contact phone numbers; 

said status administration means holds the reported phone numbers; and 
wherein a text message is sent from the at l e ast on e information terminal to the a t le ast on e 
mobile terminal, if the senders 1 contact phone number has been set, said decision means a 
the phone number to and transmits the text message. 



11 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 2, 
further comprising a proxy information terminal connected to the at le ast on e communication 
line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

reception means for receiving from the at l e ast on e server text messages from the al 
le ast on e mobile terminal; 

information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages operational status of ot -l ooot - one other information terminal wherein the system 
includes a plurality thereof; 

transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text message to 
the at l east on e mobile terminal; and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the at l east ono server an 
operational status of the a t l e ast on e other information terminal in accordance with the receifl 
text messages. 



1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system made up of at loast on 
including a mobile terminal and a Uooot - ono an information terminal respectively provided wi 
communication means, a first server connected to the ot - tooot ono information terminal via 
le ast on e communications line responsive to the communications means, and a second ser|er 
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connected to the ot looot one mobile terminal and to the at l east ono information terminal viggthe 
at l oact ono communications line, the text messaging system comprising: 

transmission means provided in the at l e ast one information terminal for transmitting 
the second server text messages addressed to the o t looct ono mobile terminal, or to at l oae 



ono othor another information terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof; 

reception means provided in the at le ast on e information terminal for receiving from tl 
second server text messages from the at-le ast on e mobile terminal, or from at l oact ono otht 
information terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof; 

status detection means provided in the at least - o ft o information terminal for detecting and 
reporting to the first server an_operational status of the information terminals including at lea 
status of connection with the ot l ooct ono communications line; 

status administration means provided in the first server for gathering and holding, pe 
user of the information terminals, an information-terminal operational status from the ot loooflono 
information terminal: 

reception means provided in the second server for receiving text messages from the 
loas t- on e mobile terminal or the a t l e ast on e information terminal; 

transmiss i on moons provided in tho cocoRd -se rv e r for tran s mitting t e xt m e s s ag e s 
reeeive d - frem th e at leas t on e mob i l e termina l or the at le ast on e i nformation t e rminal to at 1 



on e- oth e r mob i l e t e rmina l or to at l e ast on e oth e r informat i on termina l wher e in the syst e m 
includes a plura li ty of - c i ther; and 

decision means provided in the second server for obtaining from the first server 
operational status of the at-toast-oro information terminal that is a destination of the text 
message received from the information terminal, and f or deciding a text_m e ssag e transmiss|>n 
mode for received text messages a ccording to the obtained operational status; and 

transmission means provided in the second _server for jransmitti no text messages 
received from the mobile terminal or the information terminal to another mobile terminal or a 
destination information terminal according to the transmission modes determined by the deefsion 
means, wherein the system includes a plurality of either , 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging system according to claim 12, 
wherein the at -l oostono information terminal is enabled to notify the second server that a te:j| 
message has been read, and further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the second server for saving text messadfes 
transmitted to the at le a s t - on e information terminal, and, wherein not notified to the effect ths t a 
text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the at le ast on e informatior 
terminal. 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) In an information terminal provided with 
communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile terminal 
other information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive to said 
communication means, a text messaging device comprising: 

transmission means for transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the 
mobile terminals or to the other information terminals; 

reception means for receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile termirpls 
or from the other information terminals; and 

status detection means for detecting and reporting to the servers an operational statife of 
the information terminals including at least status of a_connection with the communications ltees. 



1 5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text-messaging server connected to at least or\ f a 
mobile terminal and at l eas t on e an information terminal respectively provided with 
communication means, via at le ast on e communications fine responsive to the communications 
means, the server comprising: 1 

reception means for receiving text messages from the at l e a s t on e mobile terminal oifthe 
at l e ast on e information terminal; 

transmission means for transmitting text messages received from the ot l east one mdfcile 
terminal or the at l e ast on e information terminal to ot - loaot - ono other another mobile terminal or 
to ai-lea ct one other another information terminal^ wherein the server is connected to a plura|ty 
of either; 

status administration means for receiving and holdingj, per user of the information 
terminal, an operational status from the ot -l oast one information terminal; and 

decision means for referrinqjo the information terminal operational status stored by l[6 e 



status administration means of an information terminal that is a destination of the text mess; 



received from the information terminal, and f or deciding transmission modes for the text 
messages according to the information terminal operational status. 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on whicl 
recorded a text messaging program utilized in an information terminal provided with 
communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile terminal; 
other information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive to said 
communication means, the computer-readable recording medium on which is recorded the 
messaging program for executing: 

A: a tran s miec i on stop for transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to th 



is 



or 
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mobile terminals or to the other information terminals; 

B: a r e c e ption otop for receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile 
terminals or from the other information terminals; and 

C: a status detect i on stop for detecting and reporting to the servers an operational stttus 
of the information terminals including at least status of ^connection with the communication 
lines. 

17. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on whiclfl is 
stored a text messaging administration program utilized in a server connected to at l e a s t on< 
mobile terminal and at l east ono information terminal respectively provided with communicat 
means, via at least on e communications line responsive to the communications means, the 
computer-readable recording medium on which is recorded the text messaging administrate 
program for executing; 

A : r o c op ti on step fo F receiving text messages from the at least ono mobile terminal olthe 
at -l east one information terminal; 

B: a - tran s mi sB ion -B t e p for tran s mitting - f e G & iv e d - t e xt m o s c agos to at l oas t oflO - othor 
m ob i te -t crminal or to^t - loostono - othor -i nformotion torminal wh e r e in th e cystom i ncludes a 
plural i ty of e ith e r; 

C r O - status administration - step for obtaining and holding^ per user of the information 
terminal, an operational status of the at l east on e information terminal; and 

P^a-dedsioR-s tcp for deciding text message transmission mode according to the 
operational status of the at l e a s t - on e information terminal ; and 

transmitting text messages from the information terminals to a destination informatioi 



rely 



terminal according to the decided text transmission mode , 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text messaging method utilized in a server 
connected to at le ast on e a mobile terminal and at l oao t o n o an information terminal respect] 
provided with communication means, via at l east on e communications line responsive to th 
communications means, the text messaging method: 

transmitting and rec e iving t e xt m e s s ag es by - w a y of tho scpvor betw ee n th e at l e ast c *e 
mob i le term i nal and tho at l oast ono informat i on - torminol, or b e tw ee n th e at le ast ono mobile 
to p m i no l and the at le ast on e oth e r mobil e t e ren i n a t - wheroin tho-system i nc l udoc a plura li ty 
ther e of, or b e tw ee n th e a t leas t -e no informat i on - tormina ! and at le a s t on e oth e r -ggfrjtef 
i nformation terminal - wherein th e syst e m I nclud e s a plura l ity tho r oof : 

detecting and reporting to the server an operational status of the afc-le act ono informsfion 
terminal including at feast status of connection with the at loact ono communications line; 
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holding^ per user of the information terminal, in the server the operational status of th 
lea6 ton e information terminal; and 

by moono of tho ceivef deciding a transmission mode for the received t ext message; 
according to the held operational status of the at le ast on e information terminal : and 

transmitting and receiving text messages by way of the server between the mobile 
terminal and the destination information terminal, or between the mobile terminal and anpthe 
mobile terminal, wherein the system includes a plurality thereof, or between the information 
terminal and the destination information terminal, wherein the system includes a plurality thelfeof, 



according to the decided transmission modes . 



19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text message transmission and reception methftd 
utilized in an information terminal provided with communication means for transmitting and 
receiving text messages among mobile terminals or other information terminals via 
communication lines and servers responsive to said communication means, the text messag 5 
transmission and reception method: 

transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to the 
other information terminals; 

receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile terminals or from the other] 
information terminals; and 

detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the information termin; 



including at least status of a connection with the communications lines. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A text-messaging administration method for a se|/er 
connected to at l e ast on e ajnobile terminal and ot l east on e an information terminal respect rely 
provided with communication means, via at l ea s t on e ^communications line responsive to ti 
communications means, the text-messaging administration method: 

receiving from the at -l oast on e mobile terminal or the at l east one information termim 
text messages addressed to tho - othor ot le ast on e another mobile terminal or at le a s t on e 
another information terminal, or addressed to at least ono oth e r another mobile terminal or t< at 
l oost - one oth e r another information terminal^ wherein the system includes a plurality of eithe ; 

trancmitfa'ng tho received text mopcagoD to tho othor ot least on o mobi lo fo f mino l or c ; 



l east on e informat i on tormina ! , or address e d to at least one othor mobi le t e rminal or to at l oq pt 
ono othor information t e rminal wh e r ei n tho oyotcnvinoludoo o p l ura l ity of e i ther ; 

gathering and holding per a user of the information terminal, an operational status oflthe 
at -l eaot one information terminal including at least status of connection with the at l e ast on e| 
communications line; and 
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deciding ^transmission mode for the received t ext messages according to the an 
operational status of the at le ast on e information terminal that is a destination of the text 
message received from the information terminal: and 

transmitting the recieved text messages to another mobile terminal or a destination 
information terminal accordinq_to_th_e__decided transmission modes . 



21 . (NEW) A text messaging system including a plurality of information terminals! 
and servers connected to the information terminals via communication lines, comprising: 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and reporting 
to the servers an operational status of the information terminals including at least a status of|p 
connection with the communication lines; 

status administration means provided in the servers for storing, per user of any one \ 
the information terminals, an operational status of the information terminals reported from th<| 
status detection means; and 

decision means provided in the servers for referring to the information terminal an 
operational status stored by the status administrations means of an information terminal thatjs a 
destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and for determining 
transmission modes for the received text messages according to the information terminal 
operational status. 



22. (NEW) A text messaging system according to claim 21 , further comprising a 
proxy information terminal, connectabie to the communications line, wherein said proxy 
information terminal is provided with: 

information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages an operational status of another information terminal; 

transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text messa 
to the mobile terminal; and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the server an operational statu 
the other information terminal in accordance with the received text messages. 



23. (NEW) A text messaging system including a plurality of information terminal! 
servers connected to the information terminals via communication lines, comprising: 

a detector detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the informa 
terminals including at least a status of the connection with the communication lines; 

a receiver receiving text messages from any one of the information terminals; 
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a controller storing, per user of any one of the information terminals, the operational 
status of the information terminals reported from said status detection means; and 

a processor referring to the information terminal operational status stored by the 
controller and determining transmission modes of the received text messages according to 
information terminal operational status. 

24. (NEW) The text messaging system according to claim 23, further comprising^ 
proxy information terminal comprising: 

a receiver receiving from the server text messages from the mobile terminal e id 
obtaining in accordance with the received text messages operational status of another 
information terminal; 

a transmitter transmitting the obtained operational status as a text message t(| the 
mobile terminal; and 

a processor setting and reporting to the server an operational status of the oti er 
information terminal in accordance with the received text messages. 
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